Minutes of the Meeting of Stradbroke Parish Council

held at the Community Centre, Stradbroke 

Monday, 14th December 2015 
Present: Peter Smith, Gerald Jenkins, Maureen John, Caroline Barnes, Oliver Last, Stuart Gemmill, Nick Stones, George Chaplin, Don Darling, Ellie Wharton, Oliver Coles
In attendance: Cllr Guy McGregor, Odile Wladon (Clerk), 9 members of the public attended the meeting.

	
	
	Action

	15.1
	The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
The Chairman informed the meeting that the Council have now purchased recording equipment which is in place and would be recording the evening’s meeting.
The Chairman stated that a planning application had been received from MSDC after the agenda had been issued, concerning planned building work at Roger Skinner Ltd.  Due to the lack of time available to call another meeting before the response deadline of 1st January 2016, this application would be discussed under item 15.16 Planning.
	

	15.2
	Apologies for Absence were received from Velda Lummis. This absence was accepted. 
	

	15.3
	Don Darling declared an interest in agenda item 15.8.2 – cheques for approval.
	

	15.4
	Dispensations – no requests received
	

	15.5
	Public Forum
A request was received for permission to use the sports field for the Sport Relief Mile on 20th March and the Triathlon on 22nd May.  This was supported unanimously.
	

	15.6
15.6.1
15.6.2
	Minutes of the last meeting:

Accepted unanimously
No volunteers have come forward to join the Speedwatch team.  The equipment will remain at Laxfield for their use.
	

	15.7
	Vacancy for Parish Councillor – the position has been advertised with a closing date of 21st December.  After the closing date all letters of application will be circulated to the Councillors prior to the next Parish Council Meeting on 11th January 2016. All candidates will be invited to the meeting in January 2016.
	

	15.8
15.8.1

15.8.2
15.8.3

15.8.4
	Accounts:
Bank Balance at 31 October 2015: 
Deposit Account: £32,388 (Loan Balance awaiting invoice)

Current Account: £41,292.72
Unpresented cheques totalling:  £20.99.

Current Account Balance at 30th November 2015: £41,274.73
Cheques for Approval as per appended list.
Points 15.8.1 and 15.8.2 were approved unanimously.

Budget process for 2016/17 – the Finance Working Party will meet on 4th January to finalise the budget for 2016/17 for approval at the next Parish Council Meeting on 11th January 2016.
	

	15.9
15.9.1
15.9.2
15.9.3

	Matters of Report:

Notice Boards – GJ informed the meeting that the noticeboards are in production and within budget. They will be installed shortly.
Village Sign – GJ was unable to track down the original supplier of the sign.  The Clerk will now investigate the best process for repainting the sign, once this is established the Clerk will source someone to undertake the work.  
Bench on Queens Street – the bench has been installed and the Chairman passed on a message of thanks from Miss Warne to NS for his hardwork.
	GJ

Clerk

	15.10
	Training for Councillors: No training has been undertaken this month.
	

	15.11
	Improvements to play facilities: quotes are being sought with ideas on how best to use the space available.  The Clerk will write to the Community Centre Trust to inform them that the Parish Council are looking to update the play equipment on the land owned by them.
	Clerk

	15.12
	VAS – Cllr McGregor will follow up with Mark Stephens at Suffolk County.  The Clerk will also contact Hoxne regarding their recently installed system.
	Clerk

	15.13
	Grass cutting – M Hammond has been asked to submit a quote for the additional work needed, this will be reviewed by the Finance Working Party on 4th January 2016.
	

	15.14
	Neighbourhood Planning: an update was given on the progress to date.  The next meeting is scheduled for 6th January 2016.
	

	15.15
15.15.1

15.15.2
15.15.3
15.15.4

	Risk Assessment:

Community Centre Play Park and Fitness Track – PS reported that he had visited the area and that all was fine, if not a little tired looking.
Westhall Play Park – OC submitted a report to say that all fine if not a bit muddy.
Cemetery - OC submitted a report to say that all fine if not a bit muddy and covered in leaves.
Permissive Path – OC submitted a report to say that all fine if not a bit muddy and covered in leaves.
	

	15.16
15.16.1

15.16.2

5.16.3
	Planning:

Applications for consideration:    
4914/15 Demolition of existing boiler house and ancillary buildings.  Erection of new boiler house and ancillary accommodation.            Roger Skinner Ltd, Queens Street, IP21 5HL
Approved unanimously. Clerk will inform MSDC
Results of planning applications considered by MSDC since the PC last met:

3635/15 Erection of flat roofed rear elevation extension Old Police House, Queen St IP21 5GH

Granted 14/12/15
PL\0279\15 anaerobic digestion plant, associated infrastructure & use of existing agricultural lagoons.                                                                                   Barley Brigg Farm, Laxfield Road

Being considered by Suffolk County Council on 20th January 2016
3980/15 First floor extension and single storey extension. Hempsheaf Inn, Queens Street
Being considered by MSDC development Management meeting on 16/12/15
3289/15 erection of 3 bed detached dwelling    Jubilee House, Meadow Way
No update available at time of meeting.
Other Planning Matters: none
	Clerk


	15.17
15.17.1

15.17.2

15.17.3
15.17.4

15.17.5
15.17.6

15.17.7
15.17.8
	Clerk’s Report.
More complaints have been received about parking.  Cars parking with wheels on the pavement are causing an obstruction.  Clerk to see if a notice can be placed on the front page of the next Strabroke Monthly asking people to park considerately.  
It was agreed by 10 votes with 1 abstention that Trevor Carrison will be asked to put out cones on the junction at Queens Street whilst he is working.  These should be placed no more than 10 paces from the corner.  The clerk read out an email from Highways at SCC which indicated that the process for introducing double yellow lines can be very expensive.
A new complaint has been received concerning excessive speeding on Laxfield Road together with increased tractor traffic the complainant wished for this to be noted by the Council.
The heritage road sign on Queens Street is due to be replaced on 21st December.

The Clerk has chased up SCC about the outstanding invoice for the work carried out on street lighting.

The Clerk confirmed that the old photocopier has been sold for £200.

Roger Skinner Ltd have resolved the lighting issue on their site.  The Clerk will write a letter of thanks to them on behalf of the Parish Council.

Stradbroke Monthly:

· EW informed the meeting that the vacancies for independent members of the Governance board have been readvertised.

· No volunteer has come forward to take over from Claudene Merritt, Jane Gemmill has offered to cover this in the interim.

· The Clerk asked the council to consider making payments for the Stradbroke Monthly website fee with a matching donation to the Stradbroke Online website for hosting the Parish Council pages.  The clerk also asked the councillors to consider reimbursing the Stradbroke Monthly Editors for ink used in printing out the magazine for editorial meetings.  All of these proposals were supported and will be added to the agenda for formal approval at the next meeting.  

Following a request for the Parish Council to consider gritting the car park at the Community Centre, the Clerk investigated the matter and presented a report to the Councillors.  It was agreed that it is not possible for the Parish Council to arrange for gritting and therefore signs will be ordered informing the public that the car park is not gritted.  This will be added to the agenda for formal approval at the next meeting.
	Clerk
CB
Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	15.18

	Correspondence - the Clerk will respond to correspondence as follows:
· Mr Nigel Brown re Bus Shelter.  This has been investigated and was considered not feasible.

· Mrs Margaret Streeter re Outside lighting at Community Centre – costings will be sought for a solar light.

· Mr Roger Ward re Cemetary Path – Cemetery and footpath committee will meet shortly and review the area, costings for a plastic grid will investigated.

· Mr Robin Chew re Donation to minibus for 1st Fressingfield Scout Group.  This will be reviewed in January by the Finance Working Party and added to the agenda for the next Parish Council Meeting on 11th January 2016.


	DD
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	15.19

	Report from Councillor Guy McGregor – Cllr McGregor updated the meeting on the following areas:

· 2016/17 precept

· Fire service consultation

· Floodlights on Sports field

· Broadband roll out

· Highways

GJ asked if Cllr McGregor would arrange a visit to Great Blakenham recycling plant.

Cllr McGregor will chase up information concerning a new VAS with Mark Stephens at SCC.
	

	15.20

	Matters of Information 

DD informed the meeting that the event on 13th December went very well. He asked if the left over Mulled Wine could be donated to WI for their Christmas event – this was agreed unanimously.  The councillors wished to express their thanks to all those that contributed to this event. 
	

	15.21
	Matters for inclusion in the Agenda of the Meeting of the Parish Council – 11th January 2016, in addition to those already minuted an agenda item concerning celebrations for HM Queen’s 90th birthday.
	


There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.00 hrs.

Signed:  Stuart Gemmill
11th January 2016
             Chairman
125

