
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Stradbroke Parish Council 
held at the Court House, Stradbroke on  Monday, 8th September 2025 commencing at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Lawrence Champion, Edward Chew, James Hargrave, Maureen John, Caroline Stebbing (c), 
Toni Wisbey 
 
In attendance: Odile Wladon (Clerk) and 4 members of the public. 

 
Item Ref Description 

25.09.01 Chairman’s welcome  
The Chairman asked all present to join her in congratulating the Clerk on her 10th 
anniversary with the Council; the Clerk was thanked for her service. 
 
The following reminders were given: 

The meeting may be broadcast live and recorded. Any recording may be published 
on the council’s website or may be available for repeated viewings on the Council’s 
Facebook page, therefore anyone speaking at the meeting will be deemed to have 
given consent to being recorded. 
Members of the public are reminded that this is a meeting of the Parish Council held 
in public; it is not a public meeting.  Members of the public may address the Council 
with comments on agenda items including planning applications during the public 
forum. 

25.09.02 Apologies for Absence 
(a) Councillors received apologies for absence from Russell Ayling, Irene Mucklow, Antony 

Bush, Mandy Allen and Karen Lynch. 
(b) Councillors resolved to accept the apologies for all absences. 

25.09.03 Declarations of Interests: Councillors declared no interests in subsequent agenda items.  

25.09.04 Dispensations:  There were no requests for dispensations. 

25.09.05 Councillor vacancies:  There were no applications for co-option.  

25.09.06 Minutes:  
(a) Councillors resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the business conducted 

at the meeting held on 11th August 2025.  
(b) Councillors noted that the online minutes for April 2025 onwards have accessibility 

improved and uploaded to the website; no changes have been made to the approved 
text. 

25.09.07 Updates from Councillors/Committees/Clerk 
(a) Committees: there have been no meetings since the last full council meeting.  
(b) Councillors with specific responsibilities:  

a. Youth Voice – RA/KL: no update 
b. Climate Change – TW: no update 
c. SALC – TW: no update 
d. Bus transport – TW: no update 
e. Community Liaison Meeting at Fennings Farm – LC: the Company have received no 

complaints received, they advised that an appeal has been submitted against the 
refusal to remove the requirement from the condition. 

(c) Training – no training booked or attended. 
(d) Action taken by the Clerk. 

 Repair to staff toilet at health centre and replacement of mixer tap. 

 Tree safety report is being reviewed; there will be a requirement for some works to 



Item Ref Description 

be undertaken. 

 Works to overhanging trees at Westhall has been carried out. 

 Clerk attended workshop on LGR organised by SALC and District Councils 

 RoSPA inspection has been arranged for September 

25.09.08 District & County Councillors: reports received ahead of meeting were circulated to 
Councillors.  Neither Councillor was present at the meeting. 

25.09.09 Public forum: There were no comments or questions raised. 

25.09.10 Planning 
(a) Councillors resolved a response to the following planning appeal: 

AP/25/00048 – Fennings Farm, Pixey Green (appeal relating to planning application 
DC/25/00494).  Clerk to resubmit the original comments from application DC/25/00494 
and note the neighbour comments submitted to Mid Suffolk at the time of the original 
application. 

(b) Councillors noted the outcome of the following planning applications determined by 
MSDC: DC/25/03273 – Garden Cottage: Tree works. GRANTED 

(c) Any other planning updates:  

 Grove Farm and New Street applications have not yet been granted permission as 
completion of the s.106 agreements are awaited. 

 Ocotopus Energy has sent an email stating that they will not be continuing with the 
wind turbine at the current time. 

25.09.11 Finance  
Monthly accounts - Councillors: 

i. noted account balances at 31st August 2025 
Current account: £2,620.50 
Deposit account: £141,577.81 

ii. resolved to approve the payments as per the schedule appended to the minutes, 
which includes: 

 Payments already made in month to fulfil contractual obligations 

 Payments to be made after meeting   
iii. noted the receipts received during August 2025 as per the schedule appended to 

the minutes. 

25.09.12 Updates on Council Projects 
(a) Pedestrian/Highways Safety Project: 

i. Budget: £60,000 
Actual spend to date: £17,232.15 
Balance available: £42,767.85 

ii. SIDs: confirmation that order for the 3 poles is being prepared, works can take up 
to 14 weeks once order placed. 

iii. Waiting restrictions: no update received 
iv. Signs: Invoice paid, awaiting confirmation that order has been placed. 
v. Crossing works – Highways has indicated that the works have been ordered and 

will be completed by December 2025; no indication of the cost to the Parish 
Council has been received. 

vi. 20mph limit – Queen Street: no update has been received on the request for 
Suffolk County Council to review the decision to deny the request. 

(b) Neighbourhood Plan review: 
i. Councillors resolved to approve the vision, objectives, draft infrastructure 

investment priorities and community actions to be included in the public 



Item Ref Description 

consultation on 27th September.  
ii. Preparation for the public consultation is underway. 

iii. There is no requirement for a tracked change version of the existing plan – a new 
plan should be submitted and a draft document is being prepared. 

(c) Tennis Courts:  
i. An enquiry relating to whether new flood lights could be added to the grant 

application was submitted to Mid Suffolk District Council, the District Council has 
advised that it is not possible to add this additional request to the current bid.  
Possible alternative is to submit a new bid to cover both the resurfacing and 
lighting – but there is no guarantee this will be approved or submit a separate bid 
for the lighting alone.  The Tennis Club has advised they would like to proceed 
with the resurfacing bid only at the moment and will decide on the lighting 
situation at a later date. 

ii. The Heads of Term for the Lease have been sent to the Club for review and 
comment. Comments have been received from the Tennis Club which will be 
reviewed by the working party. 

(d) Clock: winding mechanism and dial restoration; works started on 1st September. 
(e) Wilby Road car park: white lining works were undertaken on 27th August 2025, thanks 

to the High School for allowing their car park to be used. 
(f) Playing field safety & security:  

i. Pedestrian barriers purchased cost: £1080 plus VAT.  These have already been 
used for the relining project.  

ii. Health & safety check took place, recommendations have been made which 
Councillors are recommended to include in the PIIP.  

(g) Chapel: No update for this meeting. 

25.09.13 Policies and Council protocols and documents for review and approval: 
PIIP – Councillors resolved to include the works to storage at the playing field and future 
expansion of the Cemetery in the PIIP.  

25.09.14 
 

Correspondence: 
(a) Tabled: Councillors agreed actions for correspondence tabled at the meeting. 

 Help with neighbour growing plant against garage – noted that advice was given 

 Thanks for works at Westhall and information that a handrail used to be in place 
at Woodfields - noted 

 Dog mess – campaign started, agreed that that Clerk responds advising MOP 
that the footpath is the responsibility of Suffolk County Council and Merritt Way 
belongs to the Stradbroke Trust.  The Parish Council is not responsible for 
clearing up the mess, but is doing the best to educate the public. 

(b) Emails: Councillors to note correspondence previously circulated – SALC bulletins and 
information on Local Government Reorganisation 

25.09.15 Next meeting: Monday, 13th October 2025 

Meeting closed at: 8.10pm 
 
 

Signed: ________________________ Date: 


