
Minutes of the Meeting of Stradbroke Parish Council

held at the Community Centre, Stradbroke 

Monday, 14th September 2015 
Present: Peter Smith, Richard Pierce-Saunderson, Ellie Wharton, Gerald Jenkins, Maureen John, Velda Lummis, Ollie Coles, Caroline Barnes, Don Darling, Oliver Last, Stuart Gemmill

In attendance: Cllr Julie Flatman, Odile Wladon (Clerk), 8 members of the public attended the meeting.

Public forum:  No items were brought to the attention of the council at this point.

	
	
	Action

	15.1
	The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
	

	15.2
	Apologies for Absence were received from George Chaplin, Nick Stones, PSCO Kane Martin and Cllr Guy McGregor
	

	15.3
	There were no declarations of interest received
	

	15.4
	Dispensations – no requests received
	

	15.5
15.5.1
	Minutes of the last meeting – 13th July 2015 were approved unanimously.
Proposed by: Peter Smith  Seconded by: Gerald Jenkins

Matters arising from Minutes:  the photocopier is no longer working and an offer to purchase it has been received.  The figure offered is £250 including collection.  Unanimous agreement to sell the copier.
Proposed by: Oliver Last  Seconded by: Don Darling
	

	15.6

15.6.1

15.6.2
15.6.3

15.6.3i

15.6.3ii

15.6.3iii

15.6.3iv


	Accounts

Balance at 31 August 2015: £69,372.61
Unpresented cheques totally £150.

Balance at 31st August 2015: £69,222.61
Cheques for Approval as per appended list. Together with a direct debit to the ICO (Information Commissioners Office).
Points 15.6.1 and 15.6.2 were approved unanimously.

Proposed by: Oliver Last  Seconded by: Stuart Gemmill

Annual Audit:
Audit report received from BDO LLP.  Issues arising were as follows:
· Fixed Assets: value had been understated in the previous year but this had been corrected.  It is noted that council are not permitted to include depreciation of assets.

· PWLB’s balance figure and that in the Council’s record did not agree.  This has been investigated and resulted from the balance from PWLB not being received prior to the audit.

· Risk Assessment: it was recommended that formal risk assessments for the play parks, fitness track, cemetery, permissive path be compiled and reviewed annually along with the financial risk assessment. 

Notice Conclusion of Audit has been posted on the Notice Board for the requisite time.

Banking: a letter was signed for Unity Bank changing the contact details for the new Clerk.
Inspection and submission dates to be confirmed with BDO LLP for 2015/16, the internal audit will be carried out in December at the Finance meeting.
	

	15.7

15.7.1

15.7.2
15.7.3

15.7.4

15.7.5

15.7.6
	Matters of Report:

Street Lighting – no update.  It was agreed that this could be removed from the agenda.  It was noted that the Post on the corner of Town House was not working.  Clerk will inform Suffolk County Council.
Notice Boards – GJ has been investigating purchasing “open” noticeboards to place around the village as a public service.   These would be made from oak and galvanised steel with cheap magnets supplied to secure notices.
After discussion it was agreed unanimously that GJ could order two notice boards at a cost of no more than £750. The noticeboards will be located near the bus stop and church yard.

Proposed by: Oliver Last,  Seconded by: Peter Smith
Post Office Consultation – it was reported that the new hours were going well.
Village Sign – to be carried forward to next meeting
Flag Raising- Yard and signals were raised on 9th September to mark the Queen becoming the longest serving monarch.
Bench on Queen Street – Clerk to ascertain if bench was ordered.
If the bench has not been ordered it was agreed that before an order was placed the Clerk would add a section to her report in the village magazine to ascertain if anyone would like to donate the bench and have a plaque placed on it.
	Clerk

GJ

MJ

Clerk

Clerk

	15.8
	‘Promoting Stradbroke’ – no further action, it was agreed to remove this from the agenda.
	

	15.9
	Improvements to play Facilities. EW reported that a questionnaire will be circulated to villagers to find out what villagers feel is required and where.
Some organisations prefer to fund one piece of equipment and this can be pursued once the needs have been assessed.

Cllr Flatman pointed out that planning permission may be required for equipment over a certain height. 

A further report from Cllr Flatman appears later in the minutes.
	

	15.10
15.10.1

15.10.2
	Training for Councillors. Information on a 2 day Councillor Course (13 & 20 October) was circulated.
Carrie Barnes had undertaken some training at Hoxne and reported that it had given her a greater insight into her role.  

Ellie Wharton attended a two day Councillor Course at SALC.  She found the course very informative and would recommend it to all new councillors. There was an update on the Transparency Code.  EW will forward copies of documents to the Clerk.
	EW

	15.11
15.11.1
	The appointment of the new Clerk, Odile Wladon, was agreed unanimously and her contract was signed by the Chair.  
Proposed by: Oliver Last, Seconded by: Stuart Gemmill

It was agreed by all that the Clerk should investigate a better deal for the Clerk’s mobile phone.
	Clerk

	15.12
	Neighbourhood Planning. OL reported that he is no longer the Chair of this Committee. Gill  Rennie-Dunkerley had taken over the position.  A report was read out concerning the progress to the questionnaire.  It is hoped the questionnaire will be ready for distribution in November 2015.
	

	15.13

15.13.1

15.13.2

15.13.3
15.13.4
15.13.5
15.13.6
	Risk Assessment:

Community Centre Play Park and Fitness Track – PS reported all ok, however the equipment is getting old and tired but nothing is dangerous.  The Elvin track needs to have the weeds cut back.  Clerk to contact Matthew Hammond to arrange for this.
Discussions took place about the ditch needing to be dug out.  Tony Albrow would do this for expenses.
Westhall Play Park- OC reported that this was all fine but again look tired.
Cemetery – OC has visited a few times with NS.  Windows are fine, bins stored away and tracks looks better.  It was noted that wheel chair access could be difficult on the path but sadly little could be done about this due to a lack of funds to put down a solid path.
Permissive Path – OC all fine
Play Park Inspections- a report had been circulated and it was agreed this could be removed from future agendas.
It was agreed that to comply with Risk Assessment accountability in accordance with the audit all visits to areas of responsibility by councillors should be logged in an email to the Clerk, recording date, area visited and details either “all fine” or “ work required”.
	Clerk

PS
All

	15.14

15.14.1

15.14.2

15.14.3
15.14.3.i

15.14.3.ii
	Planning:

Applications for consideration:    

3083/15    removal of spruce tree                                        Pink Cottage, Queen Street
Approval was recommended by majority vote with 1 abstention.
Results of planning applications considered by MSDC since the PC last met. The following applications have all now been granted:

1876/15                    Fir Cottage

1921/15                    Watermeadow Lodge, Neaves Lane

1989/15                    Rowan House, Laxfield Road

2359/15                    Hempsheaf House, Laxfield Road
2406/15                    The Studio, Chruch Street

4005/14                    Grove Farm, Queen Street

Other Planning Matters: 

The consultation period for an application for a non-illuminated sign has passed and the Clerk was unable to secure an extension. This will be decided by the Mid Suffolk as part of the Listed Buildings Consent.
The council would like a copy of the contract for the Section 106 in connection with the Grove Farm Development.
	OL

	15.15
15.15.1
15.15.2

15.15.3

15.15.4


	Clerk’s Report.
The Clerk thanked the Parish Council for giving her the opportunity work with them.  She confirmed she will be attending both a two Clerk’s course and a 2 day CiLCa course over the coming weeks.

The Clerk raised a complaint she had received concerning Dog Fouling in the Shelton Hill and Willow Close area.  It was agreed that the Clerk will add this to her submission to the village magazine.  Cllr Flatman will ask someone from the council offices to come and talk with dog walkers in the near future. The possibility of fining dog owners will be investigated at a later date.
The clerk is chasing the Highways department in connection with the damaged sign in Queen Street.

The clerk reported that she is in communication with the ICO in connection with the ongoing issue with a Freedom of Information request.
	Clerk

Clerk



	15.16
15.16.1

15.16.2

15.16.3

15.16.4

15.16.5

15.16.6

15.16.7
	Correspondence
An invitation to Mid Suffolk CAB’s AGM was received.

An email requesting permission to host Stradisphere 2016 – this was agreed in principle and would be added as an agenda item in the future to discuss dates.

A letter was received from Mid Suffolk Place directorate concerning a Permit application for Roger Skinner Ltd.  No objections were noted and the Clerk to write a note in support of the applications.

A letter concerning a consultation from Mid Suffolk concerning the Gambling Act was noted.

A letter from SARS was read out.  It was agreed that no further action would be taken.

An email was received from Stradbroke Online concerning a “parasite” website named strabrokeonline.org.  It was noted that this is not a “parasite website”. It is a domain owned by a Councillor (RPS), it is noted that the domain was purchased in April 2015, therefore before the elections in May.  Although this has nothing to do with the Parish Council as it is owned by RPS privately, RPS did agree to reroute it to avoid any confusion.
GC reported that the slow down sign in Westhall  was pointing the wrong way.  Clerk to speak to highways.
	Clerk

RPS
Clerk



	15.17
15.17.1

15.17.2

15.17.3
	To receive reports from the County & District Councillors and the Community Beat Officer.
Cllr McGregor  was unable to attend but wanted to inform the meeting that it is hoped that by the end of November a decision will be made on Broadband roll out timetables.  He also wanted to congratulate Stradbroke High School on an excellent set of results this summer.

Cllr Flatman was present and spoke on the subject of play equipment.  She recommended a thorough consultation looking at both early years and teenage needs.  She advised it would be beneficial to get the schools involved and produce boards with pictures as case boards.  

Cllr Flatman left some cards for feedback on good or bad experiences with hospitals or social services.

Cllr Flatman pointed out that she is happy to hear from anyone by email, her contact details are on the village website.

PCSO Kane Martin was able to attend but submitted a report.  There were a total of 8 crimes in Stradbroke: 1 x crime not in the public interest to disclose, 1 x theft, 6 x burglary (other building). The PCSO roadshow held in August was a success with 6 members of public attending.  He reported that in future it may not be possible for the PCSO to attend Parish Council Meetings and that the Clerk may have to access crime figures online to report back to the Council.
	

	15.18
15.18.1

15.18.2

15.8.3

15.8.4
	Matters of Information 
VL asked if a letter could be sent to a house that had let its hedge overgrow the footpath.  Clerk to action.

DD  spoke about the updated Stradbroke Directory.  The high school have quoted printing costs of £100 for approximately 650 copies.  It was suggested that the locations of the 6 defibrillators be included.  The Clerk requested that her address be added to the existing details.

DD will look into placing a defibrillator in the phone box.

DD will investigate the cost of equipment to enable the Parish Council to record the meetings and place recordings on the Stradbroke online website.
	Clerk

DD

DD

DD

	15.19
	Matters for inclusion in the Agenda of the Meeting of the Parish Council – 12th October 2015.
	


There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.15 hrs.

Signed:  Stuart Gemmill
12th October 2015

             Chairman
104

