Minutes of the Meeting of Stradbroke Parish Council

held at the Community Centre, Stradbroke 

Monday, 9th November 2015 
Present: Peter Smith, Gerald Jenkins, Maureen John, Velda Lummis, Caroline Barnes, Oliver Last, Stuart Gemmill, Nick Stones, George Chaplin, Don Darling, Ellie Wharton
In attendance: Cllr Julie Flatman, Odile Wladon (Clerk), Stephen Bainbridge (Evolution re item 15.16), 7 members of the public attended the meeting.

	
	
	Action

	15.1
	The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
The Chairman informed the meeting that he had received an email from 

Richard Pierce-Saunderson in which he resigned his position as a councillor.

The Chairman drew attention to the fact that the public forum has been moved to within the agenda; item 15.5.
	

	15.2
	Apologies for Absence were received from Ollie Coles. This absence was accepted. 
	

	15.3
	There were no declarations of interest received
	

	15.4
	Dispensations – no requests received
	

	15.5
	Public Forum
It was noted that Gerald Jenkins has resigned from the Stradbroke Charitable Trust and thanks were noted for the work he has done.
The Speed Watch team informed the meeting that the following 3 weeks will be their last due to work commitments and shorter days.  The equipment will be handed back to Laxfield until another team can be found.  Clerk will add a request for volunteers to the Parish Pump.
	Clerk

	15.6
15.6.1
15.6.2
	Minutes of the last meeting:

12th October 2015 minutes were accepted by majority vote with 3 abstentions

Matters arising from Minutes:  PCSO roadshow on 17th November is 2pm to 3pm.
	

	15.7
15.7.1

15.7.2
15.7.3

15.7.4
	Accounts:
Bank Balance at 31 October 2015: £79,203.79
Unpresented cheques totalling:  £1,049.41.

Balance at 31st October 2015: £78,154.38
Cheques for Approval as per appended list. Plus a cheque for £20.99 to Stones of Strabroke for 2 replacement brooms for street cleaning.
Points 15.7.1 and 15.7.2 were approved unanimously.

Banking – the Clerk asked for approval to move the balance of the loan to the Parish Council’s deposit account.  This was approved unanimously.
2015/16 budget – the finance working party will meet 7th December.
	

	15.8
15.8.1
15.8.2
15.8.3
15.8.4

	Matters of Report:

Notice Boards – GJ has found a new material for the noticeboards and will progressing this within the budget already agreed.
Village Sign – MJ reported that this was proving more complicated than originally anticipated.  GJ will investigate who supplied the sign and ask if they can repaint it.
Flag Raising - GC is working on dates for next year to coincide with village events.
Bench on Queens Street – this has been delivered.  NS will endeavour to install it in place during the coming weekend.
	GJ

GJ
NS

	15.9
	Training for Councillors: The Chairman and Clerk attended the Town and Parish Liaison Meeting.  The Clerk distributed a copy of the data profile produced by MSDC for information.
	

	15.10
	Improvements to play facilities: EW and DD are working on analysing responses to questionnaires completed; initial responses show that there is consensus that the equipment needs updating.
	

	15.11

	S106 funds carried forward from previous awards: The Community Centre committee discussed the outstanding £27k at their last meeting.  The agreed that they could donate some of it to improve the play facilities but would need to hold funds back for feasibility of new plans.
New S106 – OL informed the meeting that MSDC have stated that the S106 is with lawyers for review and will be shared with PC as soon as agreed.
	

	15.12
	VAS – no information has been received from Cllr McGregor following his meeting with county surveyor.  Clerk to follow up.
	Clerk

	15.13
	Grass cutting – review of contract will now take place at finance working party.
	

	15.14
	Neighbourhood Planning: the next meeting for the NPC is scheduled for 11th November.  
A letter from Gaze was shared with the meeting and will be raised at the NPC meeting.  This letter contained detailed plans of possible building land tougher with land to extend the community playing fields.
	

	15.15
15.15.1

15.15.2
15.15.3
15.15.4

	Risk Assessment:

Community Centre Play Park and Fitness Track – PS reported that he had visited the area and that all was fine, if not a little tired looking. The track has leaves on it.  OC felt that the leaves could be masking the edge and could be considered trip hazard.
Westhall Play Park – OC submitted a report to say that he checked this on 8th November all fine if not a bit muddy.
Cemetery  - OC submitted a report to say that he checked this on 8th November all fine if not  a bit muddy.
Permissive Path – OC submitted a report to say that he checked this on 8th November all fine if not a bit muddy.
	

	15.16
15.16.1

15.16.2

15.16.3

15.16.4
	Planning:

Applications for consideration:    

3635/15 Erection of flat roofed rear elevation extension Old Police House, Queen St IP21 5GH

Approved unanimously. Clerk will inform MSDC
PL\0279\15 anaerobic digestion plant, associated infrastructure & use of existing agricultural lagoons.                                                                                   Barley Brigg Farm, Laxfield Road

This is a retrospective application further to the application granted in 2012.  OL analysed some of the traffic information supplied with the application.
Meeting closed at 8.20pm when Stephen Bainbridge of Evolution addressed the meeting in connection with the above application.

Meeting reopened at 8.33pm
Following discussions the councillors voted on a proposal to reject the application on the grounds of increased traffic flow.  7 in favour, 1 against and 2 abstentions.
OL will write a report for the Clerk to forward to Suffolk County Council

Results of planning applications considered by MSDC since the PC last met:

3074/15  create 9 additional parking spaces                                         New Street Close, IP21 5JH

Planning granted with a note to developers on landscaping.

Other Planning Matters: none
	Clerk
OL/Clerk

	15.17
	Recording equipment – DD reported on two possible systems that were available.  The councillors voted unanimously for DD to purchase an Olympus system at a cost of up to £250.
	DD

	15.18
	Stradbroke Directory  - no invoice for printing has been received yet.
	

	15.19
15.19.1

15.19.2

15.19.3
15.19.4

15.19.5
	Clerk’s Report.
The Clerk has completed her CiLCA training and will now start work on compiling the portfolio of work.  The Clerk also attended a two Clerks Course offered by SALC.

The Clerk asked for approval to purchase a book from SALC – Parish Councils Explained. Cost c.£45 this was approved unanimously.
The Clerk has received a call concerning a light at Skinners shining into a house in Westhall.  It was agreed that the Clerk will call Skinners to ask if something can be done to move the light.
The Clerk will follow up issues concerning collection and delivery of the Stradbroke Monthly.

The Clerk asked if there was any update on the Management Committee for the Stradbroke Monthly.  EW said they are still advertising to fill positions from the community.

The councillors agreed that is was no longer necessary for the Clerk to record proposers and seconders of matters voted on by the Parish Council.
	Clerk
Clerk

	15.20

	Correspondence:
The Parish Council noted letters received from Headway Suffolk and Paws with a Cause
	

	15.21

	Report from District Councillor.
Cllr Flatman reported that she had had a complaint that the cats eyes had not been replaced in Queens Street following resurfacing work, she will ask for them to be replaced.

Cllr Flatman updated the meeting on the progress of the S106 for Grove Farm development.
	

	15.20
15.20.1

15.20.2
15.20.3

15.20.4
	Matters of Information 

PS reported on parking on the corners of junctions.  Clerk has spoken to PSCO Martin and he will look at this whilst in Stradbroke for roadshow on 17th November.
EW reported that cars are speeding on the bend near Barley Green Garage – the Clerk will note this in Parish Pump.

DD advised date for Christmas Lights switch on will be 13th December.  He noted that the trees may be in need of pruning.

It was agreed that the process of filling the vacancy caused by the resignation mentioned earlier should be put in place.
	Clerk

	15.21
	Clerk’s contract. The probation period will end before the next meeting.  The councillors voted unanimously to ratify the Clerk’s contract.
	

	15.22
	Matters for inclusion in the Agenda of the Meeting of the Parish Council – 14th December 2015: budget for 2015/16, vacancy for Parish Councillor.
	


There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.35 hrs.

Signed:  S. Gemmill
14th December 2015

             Chairman
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