
Minutes of the Meeting of Stradbroke Parish Council

held at the Community Centre, Stradbroke 

Monday, 9th May 2016 
Present: Gerald Jenkins, Maureen John, Oliver Last, George Chaplin, Don Darling, Ellie Wharton, Velda Lummis, Stuart Gemmill, Carrie Barnes, Peter Smith, Jo Baber, Oliver Coles, Nick Stones
In attendance: Odile Wladon (Clerk), 5 members of the public attended the meeting.

	
	
	Action

	16.1
	Election of Chair: Stuart Gemmill indicated that he was happy to continue in the role.  No other Councillors wished to be considered.  A vote took place and Stuart Gemmill was unanimously elected.  The declaration of acceptance of office was duly signed.
	

	16.2
	The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.
	

	16.3
	Apologies for Absence: There were none.  Nick Stones sent apologies that he would be late.
	

	16.4
	Declarations of interest. Stuart Gemmill 16.12.1 – Planning
	

	16.5
	Dispensations. Stuart Gemmill  16.12.1 -  Planning
	

	16.6
	Election of Vice Chair: Oliver Last indicated that he was happy to continue in the role.  No other councillors wished to be considered.  A vote took place and Oliver Last was unanimously elected.
	

	16.7
	Election to Portfolios: a list of members serving on committees or working parties was unanimously accepted.  A copy is appended to the minutes.
	

	16.8
	Policies and Procedures: the following documents were unanimously approved for adoption.

Standing Orders
Financial Regulations 

Financial Risk Assessment

Freedom of Information Policy and Model Publication Scheme.
	

	16.9
	Public Forum.  No comments were received.
	

	16.10
	Minutes of the last meeting: Accepted by 12 votes with 1 abstention.
	

	16.11
16.11.1
16.11.2
16.11.3
16.11.4
	Finance
Accounts:

Bank Balance 30th April 2016: 

Deposit Account: £32,407.57 (Loan Balance awaiting invoice )

Current Account: £51,433.71
There were no unpresented cheques.
Cheques for Approval as per appended list.
Points 16.11.1 and 16.11.2 were approved unanimously. In addition to the Chair agreeing the balances, this month Carrie Barnes also verified the bank statements.
Councillors also noted receipt of the 1st instalment of the precept together with the VAT refund.

Councillors unanimously approved holding the reserved funds in the deposit account.

Councillors unanimously approved a virement from the Neighbourhood Plan reserve fund to pay for the printing and associated costs of the production of the questionnaire.
	

	16.12

16.12.1

16.12.2

16.12.3
	Planning: 

Applications for consideration: 
1087/16 Valley Farm IP21 5JL– change of use from agriculture to residential. Supported unanimously (the Chair did not take part in this vote as the application was his).
1629/16 Fig Tree Cottage, New Street, IP1 5JJ – removal of porch and single storey rear extension to replace existing.  Erection of 1st floor extension over existing garage. Replacement of timber windows and lime render. Minor internal alterations. Supported unanimously
1630/16 – as above listed building consent

1878/16 Turtle Dove Cottage, 4 Priory Close, IP21 5HD –two storey side extension and enlarge existing garage. Supported unanimously 
Results of planning applications considered by MSDC since the PC last met:
1039/16 Havensfield Farm, Fressingfield Road IP13 8EN – no update yet received.
0205/16 Stradbroke Farm Barn, Laxfield Road IP21 5NL – granted 29/4/16
0683/16 Penny Cottage, Pixey Green, IP21 5NH – granted 3/5/16
0645/16 Chestnut House, Wilby Road IP21 5JP – application withdrawn

Other Planning matters: 

The Clerk has made 3 reports to planning enforcement.  To date one response received, that the new BT fibre box did not need planning permission.

Oliver Last reported on the S106 document re the Grove Farm development.  Councillors were disappointed to note that the requirement for local needs housing has disappeared and only choice based affordable housing remains on the plan.
The Chair will contact Mid Suffolk re the plan shown as annex A in the S106 documents as it appears to highlight the Leisure Centre.

It was noted by Councillors that the money is available for projects within the vicinity of the area shown and felt it would be wise to consider all options once the Neighbourhood Planning questionnaire is analysed.
	SG

	16.13
16.13.1

16.13.2
	Matters of Report:

Notice Boards – GJ has not yet heard back from the primary school.

Stradbroke Monthly Governance Board.  Unity Trust Bank confirmed to the Clerk late last week that the new bank account has been opened.  As yet no cheque book or paying in book has arrived, therefore the expenditure for this month will be made from the Parish Council current account and this should reduce the balance owing to the Monthly account to zero.
There seems to be a lot of extra copies and it was suggested the Governance Board may wish to review the quantity printed.
	GJ

Clerk

Clerk

	16.14
16.14.1

16.14.2

16.14.3
16.14.4
	Risk Assessment: 
Community Centre Play Park and Fitness Track – Peter Smith reported that there were no hazards.

Westhall Play Park – Ollie Coles reported there was a broken slat on the climbing frame.  He is happy to fix it but asked if the Clerk to check with insurers to make sure this is ok.  The football nets/goals are in need of replacement and the area in front of the goal needs to some top soil.  Don Darling offered to obtain quotes for the next meeting.
Cemetery. Ollie Coles reported that the area is all fine, netting on the bridge worked well.
Permissive Path. As above
	Clerk

DD

	16.15
	Training for Councillors:  Jo Baber has attended day 1 of the councillors’ course.  Carrie Barnes asked the clerk to investigate training courses on planning.
	Clerk

	16.16
	Improvements to play facilities: EW reported that 3 quotes had been received but the WP had not yet had time to meet to review. 
The next step was applications for funding.  OL reported that he was in the process of completing an application for “Tesco Bags of Help” scheme and would advise on when this was ready to be voted on.
	EW/DD
OL

	16.17
	Highways working party:  Sadly, Josh White has left the County Council but has advised the Clerk to seek confirmation from Cllr McGregor re part funding of the VAS sign and then liaise with Suffolk County Council on how to progress this.
3 councillors are to meet with representatives of the Highways department to discuss the traffic survey cabinet that Suffolk County Council have asked if they can place near the railings at the cemetery.
	Clerk

	16.18
	Neighbourhood Planning: questionnaires are being returned.  The final deadline has been extended to Monday, 16th May. Jo Baber raised concerns that some businesses in Stradbroke had not received the business related questionnaire.  Oliver Last will make sure extra copies are given to her.  Maureen John asked for extra copies of the household ones for the library.
Councillors discussed an email received from Gillian Rennie-Dunkerley and are happy for her to continue Chairing the committee.  MSDC are due to meet with the committee this week to discuss the next steps.
	OL

	16.19
	Cemetery Working Party: work was carried out at the cemetery on 8th May and thanks were expressed to all those who took part.  There is some clearing up of branches required but Mr Clarke has offered to undertake this.
It was noted that there are mounds of earth at the rear of cemetery which need to be cleared.  NS offered to obtain quotes for the removal of the excess.

The Chapel is much more visible now and it can been seen that there are some loose tiles and that some pointing needs to be renewed.  NS offered to obtain a quote for the work.
Nick Stones and Ollie Coles offered to dig out the broken post and see if it can be cemented back in place.
	NS

NS

NS/OC

	16.20
	Stradbroke online website: The domain name has not yet been transferred.
The editors have uploaded the planning applications for review on to the council pages.
	

	16.21
	Benches at Playing field: The Clerk reported that Mr Marjoram would like to sponsor a bench in the play area next to the Community Centre, to replace the old bench that is there.  Carrie Barnes and the Clerk will meet with Mrs Cook at the playing field to discuss a suitable place for the other bench.
	CB/Clerk

	16.22

	Clerk’s Report:
Due to the large number of papers and correspondence circulated the Clerk decided not to send out the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting for review, but instead will do this before the June meeting for approval.

The Clerk informed councillors that there was an error in the budget worksheet and the cost of the insurance for the coming year although shown, had not been included in the final total.  The Clerk will revise the budget schedule for Councillors to approve.

The Clerks suggested that with the implementation of the new living wage that the budget for the Debris Clearance will not be sufficient.  Councillors agreed to keep the hours the same but increase the hourly rate paid. 
	Clerk



	16.23

	Correspondence:
Emails previously circulated and noted at the meeting: 

MSDC – Town & Parish Newsletter

CAS – Newsletter

SALC – Tesco Bags of Help Scheme

SALC – Connecting Communities

Correspondence raised at meeting:

MSDC – Town and Parish Liaison meeting in June.  Chair and Clerk to attend.

Eye Town Clerk – Eye Mayor Parade.  Chair will let Clerk know availability

Alan Munday – Petanque Pitch.  Councillors agreed this was a good idea in principle but deferred making any decisions until after reviewing the outcome of the Neighbourhood Plan.

Good Neighbours – the committee of Good Neighbours asked if the Parish Council would consider a donation towards help with running the group.  Councillors unanimously agreed a donation of £150, a cheque will be drawn up for the next meeting.

	Clerk

	16.24

	To receive reports from District and County Councillors: Cllr Flatman sent apologies that she was unable to attend this meeting.

No reports were submitted.
	

	16.25
	Matters of Information 
Peter Smith addressed Councillors with regards to the Lease on the Drs Surgery, in particular the rent due to the Parish Council.  He explained that land was valued by Martin Smith estate agents and a value of £35 was suggested but the Trust offered to increase this to £50.  However, it appears this may not have been paid and questions have been raised about whether this figure is sufficient, the Trust suggest that the Parish Council seek their own valuation.  It was agreed that the Lease would be added as an agenda item for the next meeting and that the Clerk would circulate a copy of the lease to all parish councillors.  
Peter also stated that the work to swap the reception and dispensary would cost approximately £12,000.
Velda Lummis reported that the white lines at the junction of Queens Street and Church Street have been repainted.
Ollie Coles reported that new spotlights had been installed and that the flags look very impressive. 
It was also pointed out that the clock at the Church is in need of a service.  A councillor thought that the Parish Council may not have the power to undertake this.  The Clerk will investigate.
	Clerk
Clerk

	16.26
	Matters for inclusion on the Agenda for the next meeting – 13th June 2016. 
Doctor’s surgery lease

Clock servicing
	


There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.10 hrs.

Signed:   Stuart Gemmill
13th June 2016
             Chairman
158

