
 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of Stradbroke Parish Council  

held via Video Conference on Monday, 8th March 2021 @ 7.30pm 
 

Present:  Mandy Allen, Antony Bush, Debbie Cotton-Soares, Jeremy Fox (part), James Hargrave, 
Kamal Ivory, Maureen John, Susan Loxton, Toni Wisbey 
 
In Attendance: Odile Wladon (Clerk), Cllr McGregor and 2 members of the public 
  

Item Ref Description 

21.03.01 Chairman’s welcome  
A reminder was given that the meeting would be streamed live on Facebook. The video of 
the meeting will be available for repeated viewings on the Facebook page, anyone speaking 
at the meeting will be deemed to have given consent to being recorded. 
 
Mandy Allen was welcomed to her first meeting since her co-option as a Councillor. 

21.03.02 Apologies for Absence: 
(a) Councillors noted apologies from Velda Lummis, Brett Baber and Jamie Wright.  

Councillors also noted that Jeremy Fox would be late arriving due to attendance at a 
meeting on parish council business. 

(b) Councillors voted to accept the apologies for absence. 

21.03.03 Declarations of Interests:  
(a) There were no Councillors’ Declarations of Local Non-Pecuniary Interests  
(b) There were no Councillors’ Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in subsequent agenda items 

21.03.04 Dispensations:  none were requested 

21.03.05 Council Vacancies:  
(a) Councillors noted that no election has been called to fill the vacancy on the Council.   
(b) There were no applications to join the council for review at this meeting.  

21.03.06 Minutes: 
Councillors reviewed and approved the minutes as a true record of the business conducted 
at the meeting held on 8th February 2021.  

21.03.07 Public forum: 
9(a) Thorndon – a question was asked as to why Stradbroke Parish Council is involved.  It 
was pointed out that this was a very different application, to a broiler site, with fewer 
vehicles – no impact on Stradbroke as none of the vehicles will come through Stradbroke.  
There is no reason for the Council to object 
The member of the public also commented that a Scoping application for an extension to 
poultry site at Fennings Farm will be submitted shortly. 
 
17(a) Comments 4&5 
The resident has lived in Stradbroke for 5 years and has witnessed, and is concerned about, 
speeding traffic along Queen Street, all types along the Street in both directions and in 
particular along the point near the school. 
Is it possible to have 20mph limit and traffic calming measures – the resident stated it was 
good to hear this was being pursued.  The resident also commented that the current 
signage is terrible, dirty, broken and point the wrong way.  Concerns as near the school and 
with elderly residents.  The resident has signed up with lorry watch and speed watch. 

21.03.08 County & District Councillors reports: 



 

Item Ref Description 

District Council Flatman – was unable to attend, Councillors noted her report which is 
appended to the minutes. 
 
County Councillor McGregor: 

 Spoke to his report previously submitted, a copy is appended to the minutes in the 
minute book. 

 Cllr McGregor raised concerns about the cumulative volume of traffic caused by the 
supply chain for the Cranswick factory based at Eye Airfield.   

 Cllr McGregor reminded the Council that Suffolk County Council have committed to 
undertaking a review of the lorry route and HGVs in the area.  He noted that a meeting 
had recently taken between SCC and Eye Town Council and the outcome is awaited.  To 
help move matters forward the Parish Council should continue pushing the matter to 
the fore with the County Council. 

21.03.09 Planning:  
JF joined the meeting at this point 

(a) Councillors reviewed and approved a response  to the following planning applications:  
DC/21/00619 – Listed Building Consent. Removal of garden wall, replacement of front 
door surround, re-rendering of gable elevation and associated timber repair as shown 
on drawing 01/03. Re-rendering of remaining section of gable wall and front and rear 
elevations.  Installation of external boiler to rear elevation as shown on drawing 02. And 
Associated works as detailed in the schedule of works. Hubbards, Queen St IP21 5HG. 
Support with reference made to Heritage Officer comments. 
DC/21/00997 – Full planning application – erection of 4no. poultry breeder sheds with 
capacity for up to 36,500 birds and ancillary development (re-submission of 
DC/20/02052). Castle Hill Farm, Castle Hill, Thorndon 
Comments submitted on: transport plan, waste management and energy efficiency, 
reduce carbon impact or minimise use of resources. 
DC/21/01138 – Full planning – erection of Farm Manager’s dwelling. Ebdens Farm, Pixey 
Green IP21 5NJ 
Support with recommendation on agricultural use and comments on proximity to 
existing poultry units with regards to emissions and odour.   

(b) Councillors to note the decisions issued by Mid Suffolk District Council: 
DC/20/05718 – 7 Bishops Way, Stradbroke IP21 5JR REFUSED 
DC/20/05796 – Buildings at Lime Tree Farm, Laxfield Road IP21 5JX P/A NOT REQD 
DC/20/05881 – 11 Bishops Way. Stradbroke, IP21 5JR GRANTED 
DC/21/00121 – Rose Villa, Church Street, IP21 5HS (tree works) NO OBJECTIONS 
DC/21/00311 – 19 Shelton Hill, IP21 5HZ GRANTED 

(c) Other Planning Matters:  
CIL consultation – Councillors noted that MSDC have acknowledged receipt of the Parish 
Council’s submission and that the Clerk has advised that the Parish Council may wish to 
address any examination hearing. 

21.03.10 Monthly Finance report: 
(a) Councillors noted Account Balances at 28th February 2021: 

Current Account - £6,178.98 
Deposit Account - £60,207.56 
The Chairman stated that he had sight of the bank statements in advance of the 
meeting and confirmed the balances were as declared above. 



 

Item Ref Description 

(b) Councillors approved BACS payments for online authorisation as per the schedule 
appended to the minutes in the minute book. 

(c) Councillors noted the receipts received in the month and internal transfer made as per 
the schedule appended to the minutes in the minute book. 

21.03.11 Parish Council Policies   
Councillors approved the following: 

(a) Data Protection Policy  
(b) Document & Data Retention Policy 
(c) Lawful Basis for Processing Data 
(d) Privacy Notice 
(e) Subject Access Request Policy 

21.03.12 Clerk’s Report  
(a) Stradbroke Sports & Community Centre:  No update to report on proposed meeting. 
(b) Health Centre: Councillors reviewed an updated schedule of works incorporating 

recommendations made as part of the EPC (copy appended to the minutes in the 
minute book). 

(c) Public Works Loan: Councillors considered taking out a public works loan to cover all 
works required to ensure that the health centre is upgraded and made as energy 
efficient as possible, as soon as possible.  Councillors requested that this be included as 
an agenda item for the next meeting and that public notice is started as part of the 
process. 

(d) Chapel: UK Power Networks have been contacted and are preparing a budget estimate 
for works to supply electricity to the Chapel site. 

(e) Land Registration: The Stradbroke Sports & Community Centre’s Management 
Committee has consulted the Charity Commission on the 2 options submitted to them 
by the Parish Council in February 2021.  A response is awaited; until this is received this 
matter cannot be considered by Councillors. 

(f) Tree works:  Work is required in the Cremation area of the Cemetery.  A quote was 
requested from a local tree surgeon but has not been received. The contractor who 
carried out the work at the Tennis Courts will be contacted. 

(g) Training: SALC (Suffolk Association of Local Councils) are offering some of their training 
as webinars with a cost per council not per delegate.  Councillors approved purchasing 4 
x sessions on planning at a cost of £25 per session – these would be available to all 
Councillors to watch when they are able. The modules covered are: Introducing the 
Basic Framework, Roles & Responsibilities, Infrastructure and Conservation and 
Enforcement. 
In addition, Councillors approved purchasing a Cemetery Management webinar for the 
Clerk at £40 and Clerk’s Audit Briefing at £25 both offered by SALC. 
Total from training budget £165, total funds available from 2020/21 budget £230. 
Other webinars are available (some free) if Councillors wish to review and recommend 
to the Clerk for ordering during March (budget remaining £65). 

(h) Community shed:  3 of the 5 organisations have paid their service charge invoices, 
reminders have been sent to the 2 outstanding. 

(i) Energy Audit & Electric Charging Points: The following update was noted: 
The first install under this Project is about to go live and will be accompanied by 
publicity to raise awareness.  Stradbroke is down to be one of the next locations to be 
re-contacted as, once the installs commence, new chargers will be being switched on at 
a fast rate. 



 

Item Ref Description 

(j) Matters for information: No matters were submitted for this meeting. 

21.03.13 Risk Assessments: 
Councillors noted the following: 
(a) Westhall play park – some litter was noted 
(b) Community Centre play park – no matters 
(c)  Fitness Track - areas are a little muddy 
(d)  Permissive Path – bridge has been repaired. 
(e)  Cemetery – no matters 

21.03.14 Updates and reports from Committees, Representatives and Working Parties:  
(a) Committees: No meetings have taken place since the last full Council meeting. 
(b) Community Centre representatives: 

 Consideration is being given to converting the management of the building to a CIO. 

 CAS and Charity Commission have confirmed that it is up to Trustees if they delegate 
decision making but it was noted that a comprehensive proposal must be put to 
Trustees for consideration before any decision is made. 

 Pre-planning application advice has been sought from MSDC on the expansion plans. 

 No discussion has taken place on the land registration issue pending the receipt of 
advice from the Charity Commission. 

(c) Working Groups:  

 Highways 
JF has attended a Community Speed Watch Teams meeting.  It appears to be pretty 
high on the agenda for the enforcement teams; however they are hampered by 
resources. 
The Parish Council should continue to chip away at measures to improve road safety 
in the parish. 
The speed watch team will soon be able to undertake training and commence work. 

 Broadband 
County Broadband is still in the information gathering phase.  There will be another 
community event held next month.  County Broadband is encouraged by the 
response to date. 

 Youth Council 
This is currently under review and the way forward is being reviewed. 
Cllr Flatman has agreed that the locality grant of £500 can be c/f into 2021/22. 

 Climate Change – 
Councillors approved the proposal submitted (copy below) and that a short 
statement will be published to the Stradbroke Monthly.  It was suggested that when 
possible a fair is held to promote “green” ideas to help the residents take part. 

21.03.15 Future full Parish Council meetings: 
Councillors approved the following changes to the Parish Council meeting schedule: 
May – PC AGM and Council meeting brought forward to Tuesday, 4th May @ 7.30pm via 
video conferencing. 
June – if online meetings legislation not extended, PC meeting of 14th June to be cancelled. 
July – PC meeting on 12th July, return to usual schedule of in person 2nd Monday in month, 
assuming current Government advice on exit from lockdown steps 1 to 4 does not change.  

21.03.16 Annual Parish Meeting: 
Councillors approved that the Annual Parish Meeting (APM) is held via video conference on 
Thursday, 29th April 2021 starting at 7.30pm. This will be broadcast live on the Parish 



 

Item Ref Description 

Council’s Facebook page with representatives of village groups and organisations invited to 
the online meeting to enable them to give their updates during the meeting.  Should they 
prefer not to join online; the Chair and Clerk will read their updates at the meeting – as is 
done with the usual in person annual meetings.  The planned “fair” will now take place at a 
later date. 

21.03.17 Correspondence 
(a) Tabled:  

 Correspondence on recent icy conditions, grit bins and highways issues was 
reviewed and Councillors requested that the matter of grit bins be an agenda item. 

 A request was made that the grit lorry which already grits Wilby Road is diverted just 
into the road and car park that service the Health Centre.   
Suffolk County Council has stated this is not possible. 

 Councillors reviewed comments on speeding on Queen Street. 
The Clerk was asked to liaise with the police to see if the area can be added to the 
SafeCam rota. 

 Councillors noted the comments on 20mph zone and the comprehensive response 
by the Chair.   
The Clerk will request a meeting with SCC to discuss the concerns there are with the 
volume and speed of traffic as well as the adverse impacts a complete HGV ban in 
Eye could have on Stradbroke. 

 Councillors reviewed comments received on the state of the road signs in the village. 
The Clerk was asked to obtain quotes from a company who may be able to clean the 
signs and clear any brambles that are obscuring the signs. 

 Councillors noted that an email was received concerning COVID testing following 
concerns regarding the variant identified in Diss, and that the Clerk had passed on 
advice to contact NHS directly to book a test. 

(b) Emails: Councillors noted correspondence previously circulated:  SALC bulletins 

21.03.18 Date of the next meeting: 12th April 2021 via video conferencing 

 
 
Record of voting: 9 Councillors present (8 present up to item 21.03.09) 

Item Detail Proposer For Against Casting Abstain 

21.03.02 Acceptance of apologies JH 8 0  0 

21.03.06 Minutes JH 8 0  0 

21.03.09 DC/21/00619 MJ 8 0  1 

 DC/21/00997 JH 8 0  1 

 DC/21/01138 JF 7 0  2 

21.03.10 Approval of Payments JH 9 0  0 

21.03.11 Approval of Policies JH 9 0  0 

21.03.14 Climate change proposal TW 9 0  0 

21.03.15 Change to meeting schedule JH 9 0  0 

21.03.16 APM – to be held online JH 9 0  0 

 
Meeting closed at 9.34pm 

 
Signed: _________________________ Date: 
  



 

Minute ref 21.03.14 Climate Change Group: 
 

Proposal for Stradbroke Parish Council to declare a climate emergency- Proposer Toni Wisbey. 
 
IPCC report and context 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released a special report in October 2018 
on the subject of ‘Global Warming of 1.5°C’. It found: 

 Human activity has already caused 1°C of warming to the earth. 

 To limit warming to 1.5°C it will be necessary to halve global carbon emissions by 2030 and 
to achieve net zero emissions (carbon neutrality) by 2050. Scientists now agree that this 
report seriously underestimated global CO2 emissions, the rate and extent of Arctic 
meltdown and feedback effects such as ocean acidification and tundra emissions of 
methane. 
 

Over three-quarters of UK county councils, including Suffolk, and the National Association of Local 
Councils have declared a climate emergency to be carbon neutral by 2030. Stradbroke Parish 
Council, in following their example to declare a climate emergency, is taking leadership to 
encourage others in these steps towards climate change adaptation and mitigation. 
 
Stradbroke can play an important part in Mid Suffolk in leading the way towards reducing global 
carbon emissions and providing a more sustainable and healthy natural and human environment to 
encourage biodiversity. Nature is severely threatened by climate change, causing drought and 
extreme, unpredictable weather conditions. It is altering natural cycles too quickly for wildlife to 
cope. By our leadership we can encourage other villages and towns to provide a network of 
sustainability across Mid Suffolk to mitigate effects. 
 
By declaring a climate emergency: Stradbroke acknowledges the urgency for global society to 
reduce carbon emissions and foster our well-being.  
 
We recognise the part which we have to play and commit to taking an active role in achieving this, 
by, for example: 

 Pro-actively reducing our CO2 emissions as an organisation and encouraging others to do 
the same. 

 Employing explicit climate change considerations in Stradbroke Parish Council planning, 
decision-making, recommendations and activities. 

 Empowering our community. Stradbroke is rich in energetic, pro-active individuals, groups, 
organisations and businesses. We will be seeking ideas from them, raising awareness, 
supporting and sharing vision and direction to decrease our village’s carbon emissions and 
improve our village resilience to climate change, (such as protecting and encouraging 
biodiversity and combating threats to plant and wildlife). 

 
Our emphasis will be on a healthier life for us all and particularly the children of today for their 
tomorrow. 

 Seeking ideas and support from and working with organisations and communities outside 
Stradbroke, such as the Mid Suffolk Council, Suffolk Association of Local Councils (SALC), 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, The Woodland Trust, etc. 

 
Some ideas for Stradbroke: 



 

 More tree planting 

 Rewilding open spaces and roadsides, etc cutting costs 

 Gardening for wildlife and biodiversity 

 Leading in and encouraging sustainable maintenance practices and materials 

 Increasing recycling 

 Changing to renewable electricity for parish council assets 

 Installing solar panels on parish council assets 

 Replacing bulbs with LEDs, reducing bills 

 Installing EV charging points and encouraging EV use 

 Encouraging more cycling and walking opportunities for healthier living 

 Leading the next generations towards a cleaner, safer future 
 
In addition to our Stradbroke Parish Council site, we are developing a Facebook page on Stradbroke 
Community website.  
 
We are looking forward to Radio Stradbroke and Stradbroke Monthly publicising our work, 
resources and useful links, etc.  We will set up a task force of parish councillors and volunteers to 
plan strategies and ideas, audit sustainable practices, monitor and review. The most important 
things are commitment and action. 
 
I propose we declare a climate emergency and begin our work today. 
 
 
Minute ref: 21.02.08 – reports from District & County Councillors. 
 

Report by Councillor Julie Flatman – March 2021 
Community testing  
1 in 3 people who have Covid-19 do not have symptoms and may be unwittingly spreading the virus to other 
people without knowing. To tackle this, Suffolk has introduced community testing (also known as lateral flow 
testing or rapid testing) for those who are unable to work from home. 
Councils pledge to provide further financial support for struggling households 
Thousands of households across Mid Suffolk will be eligible for a reduction in their council tax bill after 
councillors approved further support for residents facing financial difficulties due to Covid-19.  
Covid support grants for businesses 
There are several business support grants available which cover different local and national lockdown 
periods. For businesses mandated to close  that have applied and received a lockdown grant since November 
2020, our plan is to automatically pay additional grants following pre-payment checks. However, for 
businesses that may be eligible but have not heard from us, or are yet to apply for any grants, we are 
encouraging them to find out more and to submit an application form as soon as possible.  
Green light for community car park 
Collaboration between councils, the NHS and a local housing developer is paving the way for a new 
community car park – providing parking for medical staff and patients attending Covid vaccination. 
Budget to ‘supercharge’ district’s recovery 
Councillors have agreed Mid Suffolk District Council’s budget for 2021/22 – keeping council tax low while 
‘supercharging’ the district’s post-Covid recovery.  
CIFCO portfolio nears completion 
Property investment company CIFCO Capital Ltd is set to increase the £1.5m it has already ploughed back 

into council services so far this year – with the recent purchase of a Coventry trade park. 



 
Councils confirm support for Freeport East 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils have confirmed their support for Freeport East. The bid, which 
includes Gateway 14 in Stowmarket, has been formally submitted to Government by Hutchinson Ports.  
An extra £3m for warmer, greener Suffolk homes 
More Suffolk residents, including those in Mid Suffolk, are set to benefit from Government Green Homes 

Grants thanks to a further successful bid for £3m. 
Everyone will benefit from Census 2021 
Households across Mid Suffolk will be asked to take part in Census 2021 this spring.  
Councillors vote to refuse Needham Market development 
Mid Suffolk District Council recently refused outline planning permission for 279 homes to be built in 

Needham Market. 
Councils help combat holiday hunger 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils have continued to fund a joint initiative offering food and activities 

for families in need during the school holidays. 
Postponement of the Women's Tour 

The Women’s Tour, the international cycle race originally scheduled to finish in Suffolk on 12 June 2021, has 
been postponed due to COVID-19. Organisers, Sweetspot Group, have requested alternate race dates of 
Monday 4 to Saturday 9 October from the sport’s governing body. Once new dates are confirmed, we 
will begin our community activity and work with local schools and businesses to promote the tour coming 
to our district. 

 
 
County Councillor McGregor – March 2021 
Suffolk County Council has now confirmed that its Share of the general Council Tax for 2021/22 will 
rise by 1.99% and the element for Adult Social Care by 2%. It is to be noted that the 2% increase will 
not be enough to cover the increase in Adult Social Care Budget. 
 
The squeeze on the provision of “non-vital” services like Highways, Planning & Libraries continues. 
 
The additional problem is the reduction in income from Council Tax (estimated as £7.9 million). This 
means that the burden to pay for reducing “universal” services is falling upon reducing number of 
taxpayers. 
 
SCC continues to pay a lead role in the fight against Covid 19 through the office of the Director of 
Public Health. In addition, as SCC continues to adapt to new ways of working the experience of the 
past year will change and improve the delivery of services. 
 
A new Covid 19 Testing Facility has now opened in the Eye Town Hall. The lack of Vaccination 
Centres in the Waveney Valley area is still a matter of concern, but I anticipate that this deficiency 
will be resolved once supplies of vaccination increases. 
 
Flooding of the Highways and some isolated properties has been a problem in this Division over the 
last few months. Among the proposals in SCC Budget for next year is additional financial resources 
to try and address this issue. 
 
Later, this week, and at long last, there will be a Zoom Meeting between County Councillor Andrew 
Reid and Eye Town Council on the issue of the impact of HGV traffic on the Town. 
 
I regret that, due to the present restrictions I have not be able to progress work on the Road Safety 
requirements on the road running past the Depperhaugh. It is still on the Agenda. 


