
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Stradbroke Parish Council 
held at the Court House, Stradbroke on  Monday, 11th August 2025 commencing at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Lawrence Champion, James Hargrave, Maureen John, Caroline Stebbing (c), Toni Wisbey 
 
In attendance: Odile Wladon (Clerk), District Cllr Linder and 4 members of the public. 

 
Item Ref Description 

25.08.01 Chairman’s welcome  
Reminders were given as follows: 

 The meeting may be broadcast live and recorded. Any recording may be published on 
the council’s website or may be available for repeated viewings on the Council’s 
Facebook page, therefore anyone speaking at the meeting will be deemed to have given 
consent to being recorded. 

 This is a meeting of the Parish Council held in public; it is not a public meeting.  
Members of the public may address the Council with comments on agenda items 
including planning applications during the public forum. 

25.08.02 Apologies for Absence 
(a) Councillors received apologies for absence from Karen Lynch, Mandy Allen, Edward 

Chew, Antony Bush, Russell Ayling and Irene Mucklow. 
(b) Councillors resolved to accept the apologies received. 

25.08.03 Declarations of Interests  
Councillors declared the following interests in subsequent agenda items as follows: 
(a) Pecuniary Interests - none 
(b) Other registerable interests - none 
(c) Non-registerable interests – James Hargrave item 25.08.12(f) 

25.08.04 Dispensations:  None received. 

25.08.05 Councillor vacancies:  No applications for co-option were received. 

25.08.06 Minutes: Councillors resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the business 
conducted at the meeting held on 14th July 2025.  

25.08.07 Updates from Councillors/Committees/Clerk 
(a) Updates from Committees: there have been no meetings since the last full council 

meeting. Councillors noted that Members of Finance Committee met as a working party 
with tennis club see agenda item 25.08.12 

(b) Councillors with specific responsibilities:  
a. Youth Voice – RA/KL: no update 
b. Climate Change – TW: a brief update was given on the implications of the 

prolonged dry spell. 
c. SALC – TW: no update 
d. Bus transport – TW: the timetable for the reinstated 482 is yet to be published.  

The monthly Diss bus will be moving to a Wednesday.  High Suffolk Martlesham 
bus has a revised timetable awaiting approval from GB Traffic Commissioners. 

(c) Training – to receive any updates on training booked or attended. 
(d) Action taken by the Clerk: 

i. Health Centre: Repair to HC toilet has taken place and a revised 5 year hard wiring 
assessment received, following the works identified in the previous assessment 
being undertaken. 

ii. RoSPA booked with new company following retirement of current inspector. 
iii. An inspection of the trees at the playing field has taken place, full report awaited.  



Item Ref Description 

No urgent works were identified. 
iv. Tree surgeon booked to carry out works at Westhall. Works will be undertaken on 

12th August – cost £400. 
v. S.106 outstanding – awaiting information from MSDC 

25.08.08 District & County Councillors  
i. District Councillor Linder: 

Noted the recently published map of proposed boundaries for a 3 unitary authority 
model in Suffolk.  No boundary work would be without some issues but the work has 
produced the best option.  Stradbroke would sit in East Suffolk unitary authority. 

ii. County Councillor Lloyd sent his apologies. 

25.08.09 Public forum: A member of the public raised an issue with highways installing road closure 
notices for works that never took place on both New Street and Wilby Road. 

25.08.10 Planning 
(a) Councillors resolved a response to the following planning application consultation: 

DC/25/03273 – Notification of works to trees in a conservation area – fell 1 eucalyptus. 
Garden Cottage, New Street.  Recommend support for Tree Officer recommendations 
and submit comments. 

(b) Councillors noted the outcome of the following planning applications determined by 
MSDC: 
DC/25/02785 - Hepwood Lodge, Wilby Road Conditions 3, 5, 7 Discharged 
DC/25/01359 – Five Oaks, Fressingfield Road. Sec. 73 application following revision of 
location plan. GRANTED 
DC/25/02841 – Five Oaks, Fressingfield Road. Non material amendment: revision to 
location plan. GRANTED 

25.08.11 Finance  
(a) Staffing 

Councillors resolved that the national pay agreement should be implemented for the 
Clerk and back dated to April 2025 in accordance with the advice from NALC.  

(b) Monthly accounts 
Councillors: 

i. Noted account balances at 31st July 2025. 
Current: £12,914.22 
Deposit: £139,711.14 

ii. resolved to approve the payments as per the schedule appended to the minutes 
including: 

 Payments already made in month to fulfil contractual obligations 

 Payments to be made after meeting 
iii. noted the receipts received during July 2025 

(c) External Audit 
Councillors noted that: 

 PKF Littlejohn have returned section 3 of the AGAR with the following comments:  
On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of 
the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to 
our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory 
requirements have not been met. 

 There were no other matters noted. 

 The end of conclusion of audit information has been published.  



Item Ref Description 

(d) Quarter 1 accounts 
Councillors noted the Qrt1 vs Budget and Reserves reports appended to the minutes. 

(e) CIL funds 
Councillors noted the current schedule relating to CIL funding and appended to the 
minutes. 

25.08.12 Updates on Council Projects 
(a) Pedestrian/Highways Safety Project: 

i. Budget: £60,000, actual spend to date: £17,232.15 and balance available: 
£42,767.85 

ii. SIDs: awaiting the installation of the new posts. 
iii. Waiting restrictions: initial invoice paid, no further update 
iv. Signs: Invoice received and paid for replacement signs and 30mph roundels on 

the road:  £4,177.83 (net), £835.57 (VAT) = £5,013.40. Cllr Lloyd has agreed to 
pay the LMO fee from his local highways budget. 

v. All other works – formal quotes are still awaited from Milestone or Suffolk 
Highways.  Estimated PC costs are: Crossing improvements £5,500 (PC 
contribution to overall cost), SID posts £2,400 (3 @ £800) and Waiting restriction 
£1,500 (construction costs). 

vi. 20mph limit – Queen Street: no update has been received on the request for 
Suffolk County Council to review the decision to deny the request. 

(b) Neighbourhood Plan review 
i. The indicative figures from Mid Suffolk and the sites currently included in the 

plan have been reviewed; it is likely a minimum of 48 additional dwellings will be 
required in the updated Plan (2024-2044).  This equates to at least one additional 
site. 

ii. The Steering Group have met and reviewed the final draft of the site assessments 
and have fed back final comments to LUC. 

iii. A public consultation on the sites submitted will be held in the Community 
Centre on 27th September.  

iv. An online form will be available for public comments, with paper copies available 
in the Hall on the day. 

v. Once the consultations have taken place, all information will be reviewed by the 
Steering Group and a report, including recommendations, will be presented to 
the Council for a final site selection to be made. 

vi. LUC have quoted between £9,529.31 and £16,986.16 for master planning and 
design code work – grant funding is no longer available and the cost would have 
to come from Parish Council funds or NP CIL. It was noted that a 
recommendation on the way forward will come from the Steering Group 
alongside site selection report. 

(c) Tennis Courts 
i. A meeting took place with officers from Mid Suffolk District Council regarding the 

full application to bid for Sports Infrastructure Fund, and work on completing the 
form is underway. 

ii. A working party of members of the Finance & Premises Committee met with the 
Tennis Club to start work on heads of term for a new lease (see minute 25.08.16). 

(d) Clock – winding mechanism and dial restoration: 
i. Costs: Winding mechanism £9,216. Dial restoration £6,264. MSDC grants 

totalling: £4,500 received. SCC grant totalling: £2,000 payment is being 
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processed. 
ii. The winding mechanism will be ordered shortly. The Parish Council budget is 

£2,716, to be taken from either in-year funds or NP CIL. 
iii. The Church is able to contribute £1,500 to the dial restoration part of the works. 

The balance required would be £4,764. Councillors resolved to proceed with the 
dial restoration with the funding coming from either in-year funds or NP CIL.  

(e) Wilby Road car park: 
i. Works have been booked for Wednesday, 27th August. 

ii. Stradbroke High school has offered their car park from 8.00am to 5.00pm. 
iii. Barriers will be used to close the car park the night before. 

(f) Playing field safety & security: 
i. The balance of the agreed budget is: £1,000.  

ii. Used pedestrian barriers have been sourced which are adequate to use for 
events on the playing field. 

iii. Cost: appx. £14.00 each, plus £180 delivery and VAT 
iv. Councillors resolved to purchase 60 @ appx £14 = £900, plus £180 delivery final 

total appx. £1080 net.  
(g) Chapel: No update for this meeting. 

25.08.13 Policies and Council protocols and documents 
DPIA – Councillors resolved to accept the assessment document. 

25.08.14 Community Governance review 
Councillors decided not to progress with a request at this time. 

25.08.15 
 

Correspondence 
(a) Tabled: Councillors agreed the following actions for correspondence tabled at the 

meeting: 

 BMSDC – Tour of Britain: 3rd September intermediate sprint stage in Stradbroke. 
Noted, will be promoted on social media. 

 BMSDC – Free trees, hedging and wildflower scheme. Noted: will be held on file for 
future reference re new land. 

 Email – re dog litter bin at New Street. Note: Keep Britain Tidy “We are watching 
you” campaign…”.  Held on file, pending initial PC campaign. 

 Good Neighbours – thank you for donation. Noted 

 Community Centre – Clerk liaised with MSDC and they have arranged for tank to be 
removed. Noted. 

 Email from Chair supporting Community Centre bid for funding for access door 
improvements. Supported by Councillors. 

(b) Emails: Councillors noted correspondence previously circulated - SALC bulletins 

25.08.16 Closed session 
(a) Councillors resolved to review this item in closed session in accordance with the Public 

Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 due to the confidential nature of the 
information to be discussed. 

(b) Councillors resolved to approve the heads of term for the lease for the use of the Tennis 
Courts by the Tennis Club as recommended by the working group of Finance Committee 
members.   

25.08.17 Next meeting: Monday, 8th September 2025  

Meeting closed at: 8.45pm 
 
Signed: ______________________ Date: 


