Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Stradbroke Parish Council
held at the Court House, Stradbroke on
Monday, 14" April 2025 commencing at 7.30pm

Present: Russell Ayling, Antony Bush, Lawrence Champion, Edward Chew, Maureen John,
Irene Mucklow, Caroline Stebbing (c), Toni Wisbey

In attendance: Odile Wladon (Clerk), District ClIr Linder (part), and 5 members of the public

Item Ref

Description

25.04.01

Chairman’s welcome

Reminders:

The meeting may be recorded, but noted that, this month, the Council was not recording or
broadcasting the meeting.

Members of the public were reminded that this is a meeting of the Parish Council held in
public; it is not a public meeting. Members of the public may address the Council with
comments on agenda items including planning applications during the public forum.

25.04.02

Apologies for Absence

(a) Councillors resolved to grant 6 month leave of absence to Mandy Allen.
(b) Councillors received apologies for absence from James Hargrave.

(c) Councillors resolved to accept the apologies received.

25.04.03

Declarations of Interests

Councillors declared interests in subsequent agenda items as follows:

(a) Pecuniary Interests - none

(b) Other registerable interests - none

(c) Non-registerable interests — RA/MJ/IM: Planning as near neighbours to DC/25/00638

25.04.04

Dispensations: No dispensations were requested.

25.04.05

Councillor vacancies: Councillors noted that an enquiry for co-option was received and the
relevant form was sent to the resident.

25.04.06

Minutes: Councillors reviewed and resolved that the minutes were a true record of the
business conducted at the meeting held 10" March 2025.

25.04.07

Updates from Councillors/Committees/Clerk
(a) Updates from Committees:
(i) Personnel Committee
e The following policies were reviewed and approved:
o Dignity at Work — no changes
o Health & Safety Policy — no changes
o Equality & Diversity- no changes
o Training & Development — new policy
e Councillors noted that a review of the risk assessments for staff has taken place.
e Councillors reviewed a request that exit interviews should be offered to
Councillors if they resign midterm. Qutcome: Councillors felt that exit interviews
were appropriate for employees as they lack voice and agency. However,
Councillors felt that there is nothing that would prevent the Chair of the Council
offering the same to a Councillor who resigns mid-term, should the Chair wish to.
(ii) Finance & Premises Committee
e The Committee met with representatives of the Tennis Club to discuss a way
forward regarding the tennis courts at Wilby Road. The Club and the Committee
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Description

members agreed the best way forward was to issue a licence. A full report will be
prepared for the May meeting.
e The Committee reviewed all year-end figures and paperwork and recommend them
for approval.
e The Committee reviewed a full revised Budget for 2025-26 and recommend it for
approval.
e Premises:
o The voluntary first registration of the tennis court land is progressing.
o A contractor was identified to carry out the 5-year hardwiring assessment at the
Health Centre.
o A detailed analysis of the RoSPA inspection was reviewed and approved.
e The following policies were reviewed:
o Bad Debt
o Playing Field
(b) Task & Finish Groups:
e Broadband — no update
(c) Councillors with specific responsibilities:
e Youth Voice — RA/KL: no update
e Climate Change — TW: no update
e SALC-TW: areminder was given that the presentation on devolution is available
to view on SALC website.
e Bus transport — TW: the new bus service to Martlesham continues to collect from
Stradbroke, but there is no update on the 482 route.
(d) Training — no information shared at this meeting.
(e) Action taken by the Clerk — no additional actions reported.

25.04.08

District & County Councillors
District ClIr Linder:

e Submitted report was noted

e Clarity was given over the status of Eye as a strategic site for CIL which has been
removed.

e |t was noted that Suffolk County Council and the District & Borough Councils are
diametrically opposed in the preferred way forward for Local Government
Reorganisation. Parish Councillors hoped that discussions and collaborative working
may happen eventually.

e A Government consultation on Devolution is running.

e ClIr Linder reported that the New Street parking project has stalled — but he will
continue to ensure that this comes forward.

Parish Councillors thanked ClIr Linder for the work he undertakes and his clear reports.

County ClIr Henry Lloyd sent apologies.

25.04.09

Public forum: Councillors noted one comment regarding the change of phone number for
the Library/Post Office.

25.04.10

Planning

(a) Councillors reviewed and resolved a response to the following planning applications:
DC/21/04377 — re-consultation on full planning application for 42 dwellings and
associated garages, change of use and conversion of 2 barns to 2 dwellings, construction
of roads, drainage and infrastructure. Grove Farm, Queen Street. Comments to be
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submitted
DC/25/01271 — Application to determine if prior approval is required: change of use of
buildings as agricultural units and former agricultural buildings to dwelling houses (Class
C3). Lime Tree Farm, Laxfield Road. No comments to be submitted.
DC/25/00638 — Full Planning Application — change of use from business to form 1
residential dwelling (C3). Passmore Weeks and Richardson, Church Street. Object with
comments.
(b) Councillors noted the following application responded to under delegated authority:
DC/25/01014 — Hill House Farm, Diss Road. Comments submitted
(c) Councillors noted the outcome of planning decisions reached by Mid Suffolk District
DC/25/01056 — Dunrowan, New Street. Tree works GRANTED
DC/23/01254 — Land north of Laxfield Road. 28 dwellings GRANTED
DC/24/05385 — Hubbards. Replacement window. GRANTED
DC/24/04343 — Fennings Farm, Pixey Green. Hazardous Substances. CONSENT GIVEN
(d) Other planning matters:
(i) Councillors noted that a consultation is open on a proposal for change of use of
part of an existing agricultural building at Barley Brigg Farm for the production of
a climate positive organo-mineral/bio-based fertiliser. The Clerk was asked to
invite the applicant to a Parish Council meeting.
(ii) DC/25/01709 — Councillors resolved to delegate authority to the Clerk to
respond to this application received after the agenda was published.

25.04.11

Finance:
(a) 2024/25 Year End, Councillors reviewed all documents and resolved the following
actions:
(i) Approved AGAR Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement
(ii) Noted recommendations from the internal audit report:
R1: re in year VAT reclaims. A reclaim will be made when appropriate but at
least annually after 31° December.
R2: General Reserves. Councillors noted that the reserves have reached a level
which is equivalent to 10 months of precept and is accordance with the
Council’s Reserves Policy.
(iii) Approved the year end accounts
(iv) Approved AGAR Section 2 — Accounting Statements
(v) Approved virements to reserved funds.
(vi) Approved the asset register as at 31* March 2025
(vii)  Approved the annual CIL return.
(viii)  Noted the dates for the exercise of public rights: 3/6/25 to 14/7/25
(ix) Noted that a VAT reclaim for £7,791.40 will be submitted to HMRC.
(b) Monthly accounts:
(i) Councillors noted account balances at 31°* March 2025.
Current Account £6,779.58
Deposit Account £131,413.82
Chair initialled the bank statements
(ii) Councillors resolved to approve the recurring annual payments and in month
payments as per the schedule appended to the minutes.
(iii) Councillors noted the receipts received during March 2025.
(c) Budget 2025/26: Councillors reviewed and resolved to approve a revised Budget, as
per the schedule appended to the minutes.
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25.04.12

Updates on Council Projects
(a) Pedestrian/Highways Safety Project
e Cost of purchasing a “blue” warning sign and painting SLOW on Laxfield Road:
£1,000.
e Estimated cost of £5,000 for 3 x STRADBROKE/30mph signs with new posts and
30mph roundels on road at New Street, Laxfield Road and Queen Street.
e Action: Councillors to resolved that the Clerk should order all signs and road
marking, providing formal quote does not exceed £6,000.

(b) Electrical kiosk at playing field, Wilby Road
e Cabinet and bollards installed. All electrical and data equipment purchased. All
equipment to be installed shortly.

(c) Neighbourhood Plan review
e MSDC have circulated initial minimum housing targets for all areas which will be
reviewed by the Steering Group as part of the review process.
o |Initial site assessments are being reviewed by the Steering Group and will then be
sent to land owners for fact checking.

(d) Chapel —internal works
e Aninvitation for quotes has been circulated to local builders.

25.04.13

Policies and Procedures:

Councillors resolved to adopt the following policies:
e Disciplinary Procedure — reviewed by Personnel Cttee
e Grievance Procedure — reviewed by Personnel Cttee
e Reserves Policy — reviewed by Finance Cttee

25.04.14

Correspondence
(a) Tabled: Councillors noted and agreed actions for correspondence tabled at the meeting:
(i) Mid Suffolk District Council:
° Notification of adoption of SPD for Biodiversity and Tree Planting — noted
° Consultation on changes to planning consultations, removing requirement to
send letters to direct neighbours for minor applications — noted
(ii) Suffok County Council: emails regarding Post Office contract — noted
(iii) Stradbroke Sports & Community Centre: email re skip for scrap at Wilby Road car
park over Easter weekend — noted
(iv) Essex & Suffolk Water: email advising that land owners are being written to
regarding surveys — noted
(v) CE Davidson: minutes of community liaison meeting — noted
(vi) Email correspondence between a resident and the Medical Practice on the lack
of availability of certain appointments at Stradbroke Surgery — noted.
(b) Emails: Councillors noted correspondence previously circulated — SALC

25.04.15

Staffing Matters

a) Councillors resolved to review this item in closed session in accordance with the
Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 due to the confidential nature of the
information to be discussed.

b)  Councillors resolved to:
(i) To adopt a new pay scale of SCP24-32 — LC2 Substantive/Above Substantive
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range.

(ii) Toincrease the Clerk’s salary to SCP29

(iii) Councillors requested that the Clerk investigate the cost of a laptop and software
for use by the Clerk for Council business, to be budgeted for 2026-27.

(iv) A review of working hours for other staff to be undertaken later in the year.

25.04.16 | Next meeting: Monday, 12 May 2025

Meeting closed at: 9.35pm

Signed: Date:




