
 

 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Stradbroke Parish Council 
held at the Court House, Stradbroke on  

Monday, 12th May 2025 commencing at 7.30pm 
 

Present: Antony Bush, Edward Chew, James Hargrave, Maureen John, Irene Mucklow,   
Caroline Stebbing (c), Toni Wisbey 
 
In attendance: Odile Wladon (Clerk), District Cllr Linder, County Councillor Lloyd, and 9 members of 
the public. 

 

Item Ref Description 

25.05.01 Election of Chair: Councillors elected Caroline Stebbing as Chair for the Parish Council for 
the year to May 2026. 

25.05.02 Chairman’s welcome 
Announcements: 
Change to order of business planning will now take place after the public forum and before 
urgent action by the Clerk and Finance. 
 
Reminders: 
The meeting may be broadcast live and recorded. Any recording may be published on the 
council’s website or may be available for repeated viewings on the Council’s Facebook page, 
therefore anyone speaking at the meeting will be deemed to have given consent to being 
recorded. 
 
Members of the public are reminded that this is a meeting of the Parish Council held in 
public; it is not a public meeting.  Members of the public may address the Council with 
comments on agenda items including planning applications during the public forum. 

25.05.03 Apologies for Absence 
(a) Councillors received apologies for absence from Lawrence Champion and Russell Ayling. 
(b) Councillors resolved to accept the apologies received.  

25.05.04 Declarations of Interests  
Councillors declared interests in subsequent agenda items as follows: 
(a) Pecuniary Interests - none 
(b) Other registerable interests - none 
(c) Non-registerable interests – Maureen John: Library (25.25.14) 

25.05.05 Dispensations:  There were no requests for dispensations. 

25.05.06 Councillor vacancies:  There were no applications for co-option. 

25.05.07 Parish Council appointments for year 2025/26: 
(a) Councillors resolved to appointment James Hargrave as Vice Chair of the Parish Council.  
(b) Councillors noted there are no changes proposed to the following documents: 

i. Finance & Premises Committee – Terms of Reference 
ii. Planning Committee – Terms of Reference 

iii. Personnel Committee – Terms of Reference 
(c) Councillors resolved to approve the following appointments, noting that Chair is ex-

officio member of all Committees:  
i. Finance & Premises Committee – A. Bush (c), L. Champion, J. Hargrave, Maureen 

John 
ii. Planning Committee – K. Lynch (c), M. Allen, T. Wisbey 



 

 

Item Ref Description 

iii. Personnel Committee – T. Wisbey (c), J. Hargrave, I. Mucklow 
iv. SALC Representative – T. Wisbey 
v. Risk Assessments: deferred to later meeting 

(d) Councillors noted the membership of the following working groups: 
i. Youth Voice: currently R. Ayling (Primary School), K. Lynch (High School) 

ii. Broadband (task & finish group) – it was agreed that this group is no longer 
required as a different project is underway 

iii. Policy Review (task & finish group) – it was agreed that this group is no longer 
required as works finalised 

(e) Councillors with lead responsibility: 
i. Climate Change –  T. Wisbey 

(f) Councillors noted that the Clerk is the Responsible Financial Officer for the Parish 
Council. 

25.05.08 Minutes   
Councillors resolved to approve the minutes as a true record of the business conducted at 
the meeting held on 14th April 2025.  

25.05.09 Reports from County & District Councillors:  
District Councillors Linder spoke about: 

 Upcoming local government reorganisation 

 Devolution 

 Why he became an independent Councillor following the postponement of the 1st 
May County Council elections. 

Questions/Comments: 
Will there be County Council elections in May 2026? Cllr Lloyd responded advising that 
legally the elections can only be deferred by a year. 
JH wanted to put on record his gratitude to Cllr Linder for his principled stand on the matter 
of postponed elections – all agreed. 
It was noted that it didn’t seem democratic to have only 5 leaders in the mayoral office.  Cllr 
Lloyd replied that it might be possible that there would be one from each Unitary Authority 
across Norfolk and Suffolk but this is not clear. 
How will businesses be made aware of the information regarding help with solar panels etc? 
Through the usual district council communications. 
 
County Councillor Lloyd spoke about: 

 Local government reorganisation and noted that the government have sent a letter 
in which they reiterate the requirement for Unitary Authorities to have at least 
500,000 residents, unless there are exceptional circumstances. 

 County Council would prefer 1 unitary, possibly 2 but not 3.  Concerns about the 
disaggregation of SEND and adult social care. 

 Has a new locality fund and encourages applications for funding. 

 Has agreed to fund the blue advisory sign on Laxfield Road. 
A member of the Tennis Club thanked Cllr Lloyd for the contribution towards junior 
equipment. 

25.05.10 Public forum: There were no comments or questions. 

25.05.11 Planning 
(a) Councillors received a brief update by the agent of the proposed development at Barley 

Brigg Farm (DC/25/02065). 



 

 

Item Ref Description 

(b) Councillors resolved to submit the following responses to planning consultations: 
DC/25/02065 – Change of use of agricultural building to fertiliser production unit. Barley 
Brigg Farm, Laxfield Road. Support subject to confirmation on number of HGVs and 
routing. 
DC/25/01933 – Erection of a single storey flat roof rear extension. 42 Westhall. 
SUPPORT 

(c) Councillors noted applications responded to under delegated authority: 
DC/25/01709 – Erection of new cart lodge and ancillary annexe. Hill House Farm, Diss 
Road. Comments submitted 

(d) Councillors noted the outcome of the following planning applications determined by 
MSDC: 
DC/24/03044 – Marsh Farm, Mill Lane. Condition 9 (dust control) discharged 
DC/25/01806 – Meadow Cottage, Kersley Hall Lane. Condition 4 discharged 

25.05.12 Action taken by the Clerk:  

 From August 2025 – Community Shed electricity contract will move from British Gas Lite 
to British Gas on recommendation from Utility Aid. 

 The 5 year hard wiring at the health centre has been undertaken – full report is awaited. 

25.05.13 Finance  
(a) Monthly accounts 

(i) Councillors noted account balances at 30th April 2025: 
Current Account £11,223.22 
Deposit Account £143,280.49 
The Chair initialled the bank statements. 

(ii) Councillors resolved to approve the payments as per the schedule appended to the 
minutes. 

(iii) Councillors noted the receipts received during April 2025 as per the schedule 
appended to the minutes. 

(b) PC Action Plan: Councillors noted that the plan has been updated to reflect the revised 
budget, and updates to May 2025 have been included. 

(c) PIIP: Councillors reviewed the updated document and agreed that the projects should 
be reprioritised at the June meeting. 

25.05.14 Updates from Council Committees/Working Groups 
(a) Update on the Post office/Library situation: an email has been received from County 

Councillor Faircloth-Mutton advising that the matter is being actively progressed.  He 
states that the County Council supports the Post Office remaining in the Library. 

(b) Committees: there have been no committee meetings since the last full Council 
meeting. 

(c) Working Groups/Councillors with specific responsibilities: 

 Youth Voice: No update at this meeting 

 Climate change: No update at this meeting 

 SALC: No update at this meeting 

 Bus Transport: County Councillor Lloyd was asked to investigate whether there were 
still plans to bring back the 482 service. 
 

25.05.15 Updates on Council Projects 
(a) Pedestrian/Highways Safety Project 

2 of the SID locations have had to be changed.  One on Laxfield Road will now replace 



 

 

Item Ref Description 

the 30mph roundel after the houses.  One on New Street will replace the existing 
temporary VAS location.  Quotes for the new Stradbroke signs and roundels are 
awaited. 

(b) Playing field electrical kiosk: work is nearly finished, will be under budget thanks to a 
lot of volunteer work being undertaken, particularly on the ground works. 

(c) Tennis Courts: Councillors discussed a report previously circulated and noted that 
recent correspondence from the Tennis Club appeared to contradict what was agreed 
at the Finance & Premises Committee meeting.  Councillors resolved that the Parish 
Council will submit the necessary forms to apply for grant funding for refurbishing the 
tennis courts.  The Tennis Club agree to work with the Council on the forms.  A working 
party will be set up to discuss the future use of the courts with the Tennis Club, ie 
either a licence or a lease.  

25.05.16 Policies and Council protocols for review and approval:  
 
Councillors resolved to approve and adopt the following documents (a) to (f) below: 
(a) Standing Orders  
(b) Financial Regulations  
(c) Complaints  
(d) Vexatious Complaints  
(e) Data Protection: 

 Data Protection  

 Document & Data Retention  

 Lawful Basis for Processing Data  

 Subject Access Request  

 Privacy Statement  

 Private Notice 

 Accessibility Statement – updated to show annual review has taken place 
(f) Freedom of Information publication scheme – change Policy removed, model 

publication scheme published with table of information available from the Parish 
Council. 

25.05.18 
 

Correspondence: 
(a) Tabled: Councillors to note and agree actions for correspondence tabled at the meeting. 

 Fish & Chip van to park in Wilby Road car park for a wedding? – No objection 

 Community Shed – can Stradbroke Youth FC put floodlights on shed? Noted that 
Club has been advised to liaise with other users. No further action. 

 Triathlon – community centre want to use shed for teas and coffees – noted that 
Centre advised to contact Shed User Group.  No further action. 

 Connexin – re Internet of Things requiring installation of telegraph poles.  Clerk 
to write and advise that poles have recently been installed and these should be 
used before any further poles are installed.  Clerk to check on proposed 
locations. 

 Lord of the manor of Stradbroke visiting in early July - noted 

 NSIP information – noted 

 Site behind primary school – developer intends to come in June. Noted 
 

(b) Emails: Councillors noted correspondence previously circulated - SALC bulletins 
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25.05.20 Dates of the ordinary meetings for the Council year:  2nd Monday of the month (except 
September 2025) 
 
9th June 2025 
14th July 2025 
11th August 2025 
1st September 2025 
13th October 2025 
10th November 2025 
8th December 2025 
12th January 2026 
9th February 2026 
9th March 2026 
13th April 2026 
11th May 2026 (Annual Meeting) 
 

Meeting closed at 9.25pm 
 

Signed: _______________________  Date: 


