
Minutes of the Meeting of Stradbroke Parish Council

held at the Community Centre, Stradbroke 

Monday, 11 April 2016 
Present: Gerald Jenkins, Maureen John, Oliver Last, George Chaplin, Don Darling, Ellie Wharton, Velda Lummis, Stuart Gemmill
In attendance: Cllr Julie Flatman, Cllr McGregor, Odile Wladon (Clerk), 5 members of the public attended the meeting.

	
	
	Action

	16.1
	The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting
	

	16.2
	Apologies for Absence: Carrie Barnes, Peter Smith, Nick Stones, Jo Baber, Oliver Coles.  The councillors accepted these apologies.
	

	16.3
	Declarations of interest. None
	

	16.4
	Dispensations. None
	

	16.5
	Public Forum.  A member of the public addressed the council and offered to sponsor a bench on the playing field.  Councillors thanked him for his generous offer.
	

	16.6
	Minutes of the last meeting: Accepted by unanimous vote.
	

	16.7
16.7.1

16.7.2
	Matters of Report:

Notice Boards – GJ has approached the Primary School about locating the noticeboard at the school it will be discussed at their next Governors meeting.

Stradbroke Monthly Governance Board.  The paperwork for the new bank account was lost in the post.  The Clerk had confirmation that the copies sent arrived safely this morning.  The Parish Council will pay the outstanding invoices this month and a revised year end figure will be calculated for next month.
	GJ

Clerk

	16.8
16.8.1

16.8.2

16.8.3

16.8.4
	Finance
Accounts:

Bank Balance 31st March 2016: 

Deposit Account: £32,407.57 (Loan Balance awaiting invoice )

Current Account: £35,668.81
Unpresented cheques totalling:  £500.00
Current Account Balance at 31st March 2016: £35,168.81
Cheques for Approval as per appended list
Points 16.8.1 and 16.8.2 were approved unanimously.
Year end 2016/16 – the finance working party met on 5th April to review the year end accounts.  Councillors reviewed a schedule of payments and receipts for the year ended 31st March 2016 (copy attached).  The accounts were approved unanimously.  Councillors voted unanimously to approve the audit pack for 2016-16 and it was duly signed by the Chair and the Clerk for submission to Heelis and Lodge.

2016-17 – the Councillors reviewed and approved a new reserves schedule including virements indicated on the schedule (copy attached).
	

	16.9
	Training for Councillors:  Jo Baber is booked on to a Councillors Course at SALC in May.
	

	16.10
	Improvements to play facilities: EW & DD informed the meeting that they awaiting quotes from 4 different companies and will report back in due course.
	EW/DD

	16.11
	Highways working party:  Councillors discussed how to progress the improvements to traffic/parking within the village.  It was proposed that the VAS sign should be progressed immediately, this was agreed unanimously.
The rest of the improvements will wait for the outcome of the Neighbourhood Plan.
	Clerk

	16.12
	Neighbourhood Planning: OL informed Councillors that the questionnaire is at the printers.  Flyers will be distribution over the coming 2 weeks to inform all villagers that the questionnaire is on its way.
	

	16.13
16.13.1

16.13.2
16.13.3
16.13.4
	Risk Assessment: No reports were received on the following areas
Community Centre Play Park and Fitness Track 
Westhall Play Park .
Cemetery. 

Permissive Path.
	

	16.14

16.14.1

16.14.2

16.14.3
	Planning: 

Applications for consideration: 
1039/16 Havensfield Farm, Fressingfield Road IP13 8EN – erection of extension to cattle building (retrospective) Supported unanimously

0205/16 Stradbroke Farm Barn, Laxfield Road IP21 5NL – installation of 4no. roof lights.  Supported unanimously

0683/16 Penny Cottage, Pixey Green, IP21 5NH – a revised application was received with a slight change in the size.  Supported unanimously.

Results of planning applications considered by MSDC since the PC last met:

0552/16 62 Westhall IP21 5HP: Refused by MSDC 

0683/16  Penny Cottage, Pixey Green, IP21 5NH: Revised app. Received above

0645/16 Chestnut House, Wilby Road IP21 5JP: No update at time of meeting
Other Planning matters: the following applications were noted but required no comment or vote.
0829/16 Ufford Hall, Laxfield Road IP21 5TA

1052/16 Sunningdale, Stradbroke Road, Wingfield IP21 5ND

1052/16 Oakfields, Battlesea Green IP21 5NE – change to planning application 2238/14 was granted by MSDC.
	

	16.15
	Cemetery Working Party.  Councillors were reminded that the date set for the working party was 8th May 2016 at 10 am.  This working group is not limited to Councillors and the Clerk will invite members of the public in the Parish Pump.
	Clerk

	16.16
	Stradbroke online website: DD informed the meeting that Mr Turkington had agreed to transfer the domain name when it was due for renewal in May. No other discussions took place.
	

	16.17

	Clerk’s Report.
The Clerk informed Councillors that the AGM for the Parish Council will take place prior to the start of usual business in May.  At the next meeting the Clerk would like Councillors to review the financial regulations, the financial risk assessment and standing orders.  The Clerk will circulate these prior to the next meeting together with a draft FOI charging policy.
The Clerk has received two offers to sponsor benches at the playing field. Locations will need to be identified together with a decision for the surface they are to stand on.  This will be added to the agenda for the May meeting. Councillors expressed their thanks for these generous offers.
The Clerk has received two complaints about potholes in Doctors Lane and has reported them using Fix My Street – this is an online reporting tool that anyone can use to report highways issues.

CB requested that the Clerk raise that the Stradbroke Charitable Trust are looking to renew the lease on the Doctors Surgery and have asked that this be added as an agenda item at the next meeting in May.  The Clerk will bring copies of the lease to the next meeting and it is recommended that Councillors review this document in depth.

The Clerk reviewed all the leases held by the Parish Council but could not find a copy of the lease for the Community Shed – it is mentioned in minutes but no copy available.  
	

	16.18

	Correspondence:
· SALC – LAIS 1389, Broadband Consultation had been circulated prior to the meeting.
· SALC – emails concerning LAIS 1388 had been circulated prior to the meeting together with a copy of a letter that SALC had sent in response.  OL would supply clerk with a paragraph or two to add to a letter in support of SALC’s response.
	OL /

Clerk

	16.19

	To receive reports from District and County Councillors:

Cllr Flatman addressed the meeting and updated the Parish Council on the following areas:
· Cllr Flatman’s congratulated the council on the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire
· Grove Farm S106 has been granted and is with the owner’s solicitor.

· CIL – areas not yet confirmed.

Cllr McGregor addressed the meeting and updated the Parish Council on the following areas:

· Cllr McGregor confirmed that his department will be able to contribute to the VAS sign
· Congratulations were passed to Maureen John for her interview on the Today programme on Radio 4.

· The county council are looking at long term fixes for potholes rather than short term hole filling.

· Fire & Rescue consultation period is over and is being reviewed.

· Trading Standards within Norfolk and Suffolk have been combined into one department

· Devolution debate continues however Cambridge County, Cambridge City and Broadlands Councils have withdrawn support.

· Broadband discussions still ongoing

· Cllr McGregor will chase up the white lines at the junction of Queens Street and Church Street.
	

	16.20
	Clerk’s review: The finance working party met 5th April and reviewed the Clerk’s salary.  Following this review the Chair recommended an increase to SCP 20 with effect from 1st May.  This was approved unanimously.
	

	16.21
	Matters of Information – there were none.
	

	16.22
	Matters for inclusion on the Agenda for the next meeting – 9th May 2016. 
AGM plus associated papers

Benches 

Doctor’s surgery lease
	


There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.44 hrs.

Signed:   Stuart Gemmill
9th May 2016
             Chairman
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